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CLAIMS 



A*(\ 1. \ A method of transmitting an image (3) between a 
transmitter (2, 5, 6) and a receiver (7, 8), comprising the 
steps\of : 

dividing the image (3) into at least two image regions 
(Rl, R2\ Rn) ; 

coding the image regions (Rl, R2, Rn) into a coded 
symbol stream (21), said coding utilising a symbolic 
10 representation and having predetermined accuracy levels in 
said image regions; and 

- compressing the coded symbol stream into a compressed bit 
stream (PS1, 2\7 ) , 

characterised r^i that the method includes the further steps 
15 of: 

generating (22) a definition (PS2) of an outer boundary 
line (Si) of at leasrt; one of the image regions (R2,Rn); 

transmitting skid definition (PS2) to the receiver (7); 
transmitting th\> compressed bit stream (PS1, 27) to the 
20 receiver (7, 8; and 

decoding (33, 34 )\ in the receiver with the aid of said 
definition . 

2. The method of claim 1 , \characterised in that two different 
25 of the image regions ^R2,Rn) are coded to have said 

predetermined accuracy levels independently of each other. 

3. A method of transmitting an image (3) between a 
transmitter (2, 5, 6) and a receiver (7, 8), comprising the 

30 steps of: 

dividing the image (3) int^ at least two image regions 
(Rl, R2, Rn) ; 

coding the image regions (&L, R2, Rn) into a coded 
symbol stream (21) , said coding utilising a symbolic 
35 representation and having predetermined accuracy levels in 
said image regions; and 




- compressing the coded symbol stream into a compressed bit 
stAam (PS1, 27), 

characterised in that the method includes the further steps 
of: \ 

generating (22) a definition (PS2) of a mask (PS2) for 
at least one of the image regions (R2,Rn), two different of 
the imaVe regions (R2 , Rn) being encoded to have said 
predetermined accuracy levels independently of each other; 

transmitting said definition (PS2) to the receiver (7); 

transmitting the compressed bit stream (PS1, 27) to the 
receiver (7,\8; and 

decoding\ (33, 34) in the receiver with the aid of said 

definition. 

4. The method o£ claim 1,2 or 3, characterised in that only 
predetermined parts of the compressed bit stream (PS1,27) are 
decoded. \ 

5. The method of \ any of the claims 1, 2, 3 or 4, 
characterised by generating a topology description, defining 
the topological relationship between objects (01, 02, 03, 04) 
and shapes (SI, S2, S3,\s4) in the image. 

6. The method of any \ of the claims 1, 2, 3 or 4, 
characterised by generating a shape description, defining the 
appearance of the closed boundary line (Si) of an object (01, 
02, 03, 04) in the image. \ 

7. The method of any of Yhe claims 1, 2, 3 or 4, 
characterised by generating a segment description, defining 
which transform coefficients that belong to respective 
segment . \ 

8. The method of claim 7, characterised by generating a 
subset description, defining which transform coefficients 
that belong to an independently decodabre part of a segment. 
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9. \The method of any of the claims 5, 6, 7 or 8, 
characterised by generating of a pointer, defining a position 
in the bit stream (27) for the respective one of the above 
mentioned descriptions. 
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10. An Arrangement for transmitting an 
comprising : 

a transmitter (2, 5, 6) and a receiver (7, 8); 
10 - means (4, 5) for dividing the image (3) into at least 
two image regAons (Rl, R2, Rn) ; 

a coding ^device (5) for coding the image regions (Rl, 
R2, Rn) into a coded symbol stream, said coding device 
utilising a symb&lic representation and having predetermined 
15 accuracy levels iA said regions; 

a compressing\ device for compressing the coded symbol 
stream into a compressed bit stream (PS1, 27); and 

means in the transmitter (2, 5, 6) for transmitting said 
compressed bit stream\(PSl, 27) to the receiver (7, 8), 
20 characterised in that Ahe arrangement also includes: 

means (5) for generating (22) a definition (PS2) of an 
outer boundary line (Si) \of at least one of the image regions 
(R2 , Rn) ; 

means in the transmitter (2, 5, 6) for transmitting said 
25 definition (PS2) to the receiver (7, 8); and 

a decoder (8) in the receiver for decoding (34, 35) of 
the compressed bit streaip (PS1, 27) with the aid of said 
definition (PS2) . 



30 11. The arrangement of claim 1&, characterised in that the 
coding device is arranged to encocde (24) two different of the 
image regions (R2, Rn) to have ttoe predetermined accurracy 
levels independently of each other. 
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12. \An arrangement for transmitting an image (3), 
comprising: 

aytransmitter (2, 5, 6) and a receiver (7, 8) ; 
me&ns (4, 5) for dividing the image (3) into at least 
two imagte regions (Rl, R2, Rn) ; 

a coding device (5) for coding the image regions (Rl, 
R2, Rn) ysnto a coded symbol stream, said coding device 
utilising a\ symbolic representation and having predetermined 
accuracy levels in said regions; 

a compressing device for compressing the coded symbol 
stream into a compressed bit stream (PS1, 27); and 

means in tVie transmitter (2, 5, 6) for transmitting said 
compressed bit Atream (PS1, 27) to the receiver (7, 8), 
characterised in Vhat the arrangement also includes: 
- means (5) for generating (22) a definition (PS2) of a mask' 
(PS2) for at leasV one of the image regions (R2 , Rn) , the 
coding device (5) beting arranged to encode (24) two different 
of the image regions (R2,Rn) to have said predetermined 
accuracy levels independently of each other; 

means in the transmitter (2, 5, 6) for transmitting said 
definition (PS2) td the receiver (7, 8); and 
a decoder (8) in thfe receiver for decoding (34, 35) of 
the compressed bit stream (PS1, 27) with the aid of said 
definition (PS2) . \ 

1 3 . The arrangement of claimX 10 , 11 or 12 , characterised in 
that the decoder (8) is arranged to decode only predetermined 
parts of the compressed bit stream (PS1,27). 

14. The arrangement of claim 10,. Vl, 12 or 13, characterised 
in that the transmitter (2, 5, 6) Vas means for generating a 
topology description, defining the\ topological relationship 
between objects (01, 02, 03, 04) and\shapes (SI, S2, S3, S4) 
in the image . \ 



15. The arrangement of claim 10 , 11, 12 or 13 , characterised 
in thati the transmitter (2, 5, 6) has means for generating a 
shape description, defining the appearance of the closed 
boundary \line (Si) of an object (01, 02, 03, 04) in the 

5 image . \ 

16. The arrangement of claim 10, 11, 12 or 13, characterised 
in that the transmitter (2, 5, 6) has means for generating a 
segment description, defining which transform coefficients 

10 that belong to respective segment. 

17. The arrangement osf claim 16, characterised in that the 
transmitter (2, 5, 6)\ has means for generating a subset 
description, defining v*hich transform coefficients that 

15 belong to an independently^ decodable part of a segment. 

18. The arrangement of claim \1 4, 15, 16 or 17, characterised 

in that the transmitter (2, 5,\6) has means for generating a 
pointer, defining a position inVthe bit stream (27) for the 
20 respective one of the above mentioned descriptions. 



